KENT COUNTY

Focus on

The Community HealthWatch report cards are developed by the Kent County Health
Department to report on the status of health priorities being monitored in the Kent County
community.This report card focuses on environmental health.Lead poisoning is the leading
childhood environmental health hazard. Older homes in poor condition are one of the leading
sources of childhood lead exposure, though any home built prior to 1978 - the year lead-based
paint was outlawed - may contain lead paint.The Health Department's Childhood Lead Primary
Prevention Program seeks to identify and reduce lead hazards in the community by screening
children for elevated blood lead levels, and by requiring housing-related lead hazards to be
repaired. Lead reduction activities have resulted in declines in both the number of Kent County
children with elevated blood lead levels, and the number of housing-related lead hazards.
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prevention efforts have been
effective in reducing lead
hazards in the community.
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risk housing, and therefore, more
likely to be affected by lead.
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View this and other Kent County public health reports at www.co.kent.mi.us/health/publications.htm



